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Mailing Address:  

Habitat Allegheny Valley  

PO Box 147/1913 Freeport Road  

Natrona Heights, PA 15065  

 

For Housing Applications:  

Phone:       724 -226 -0606  

FAX:          724 -226 -3197  

 

For Info or Work Schedule  

Contact: Exec. Director  

Mrs. Diane Belitskus  

Phone:     724 -339 -2777  

FAX:        724 -339 -1344  

Cell:         412 -889 -5033  

E: dbelits@salsgiver.com  

 

Habitat Web Site:   

www.habitatav.org   

www.habitatav.org 
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Serving  

Northern Allegheny &  

Westmoreland Counties 

Use your credit card for donations!! 
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Celebrating 10 years of building in 2007! 

http://www.habitatav.org/
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built or are presently building.  The people 
who have financially supported us so that we 
can make a difference and build houses here 
and throughout the world for those who des-
perately need simple, decent, affordable 
homes have made a difference. This can be 
verified by just asking the home owners who 

have partnered with HFH. 

 One of the challenges that is ever 
before us, (Note that I used challenge rather 
than problem so that I can count myself in the 
optimist camp.), is the need for funds to build 
these homes.  We have received grants from 
foundations, conducted fund raisers, part-
nered with Thrivent, and last but not least the 
generous donations from you our supporters.  
Now we are looking forward to a new way to 
help support our endeavors so that we can 
build more houses by creating a óRe-storeô.  
This is a store that will sell new and used 
building materials and housing items. This 
new venture will not replace the aforemen-
tioned means of financing our houses but will 
help assure us that we can continue to capac-
ity build.  So . . . if you are not good at pound-
ing nails, here is another way to volunteer 

your time and talents.    

Thanking you in advance for your help.1 

I remain . . . 

 In His Service, 

 

 

 Rev. Dr. W. James Legge 

 

1 Now is that being optimistic or what? 

F r o m  t h e   

Presidentõs Desk 

 

The Presidentõs          
Perspective: 

 

 There is a classic 
old test that one can use 
to tell the difference be-
tween an optimist and a 

pessimist.  You place a glass filled half way 
with water on a table.  You ask the question 
of an individual as to what they see.  If they 
say they see a glass half full of water they are 
an optimist. If they say they see a glass half 
empty they are a pessimist. If only it was that 
easy to determine.  How people view things is 
a good indication as to their nature.  For ex-
ample if there is a task to be accomplished, it 
can either be viewed as a problem or a chal-

lenge. 

 It is my belief that those people who 
support and work with Habitat for Humanity, 
for the most part, are optimists.  How can I 
make a blanket statement like that, while not 
giving the above test?  If you look at the hous-
ing crisis that we have in the world, as well as 
in our country, and yes that we have in the 
communities of our valley only those people 
who feel that their efforts can make a differ-
ence will support our effort.  A pessimist 
would look at the situation and say there is no 
way that I can make a difference.  If everyone 

would take this approach they would be right. 

 Thank God, that not all people are 
natured in the same way.  Over the years at 
our affiliate of Allegheny Valley I have seen 
the myriad of volunteers who have faithfully 
worked on the fourteen houses that we have 

www.habitatav.org 
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Our Aluminum Cans Recycling Partners at:  
Tomsonõs Scrap Metal 

724-224-0387 
1100 6th Ave 

Brackenridge, PA 

Don't forget to mention Habitat Allegheny Valley when you recycle 
your cans so you get a slip and we get credit and the money! 

 

Call for cans pick-up!-Mr. Tom Hughes 
724-540-9031 

Last newsletter I said:  

If you have a few spare hours/month and might be 
able to help Tom, I am sure he will give you a òfew 

pick -up spotsó to collect for him - just call!    724 -540
-9031  
 

Let me tell you where those òspotsó are located! 

 
4õx4õ Outdoor Cans Houses are located: 

 

1.  Natrona Heights Plaza parking lot near Blessed  

Sacrament.  
2.  Springdale United Methodist Church behind the 

building.  

3.  Springdale Marina  
4.  Grace United Presbyterian Church on Grant St. in 

Lower Burrell (near McDonaldõs) 
 

2õx1õ Cardboard recycling boxes inside buildings are:  

 
1.  Allegheny Valley Chamber of Commerce on    

Broadview Blvd. in Brackenridge.  

2.  St. Barnabas Episcopal Church on Morgan St.     
in Brackenridge.  

3.  Janes United Methodist Church on Freeport Rd  
4.  in Creighton.  
5.  First Commonwealth Bank in Natrona Heights.  

www.habitatav.org 

Would you like one of these 

attractive 4x4 wooden 

recycling houses for your 

business or church? 

Tom and crew (usually just 

Tom but sometimes 

volunteers help) will happily 

make you a house for your 

church or business.  Just call 

724-540-9031 and ask! 

Or, would you be able to put 

a smaller cardboard 

recycling container near 

your pop machine in your 

business or near the back 

door of the church?  We will 

happily supply those boxes 

and the bags to go in them.  

Then, just collect the cans 

and weôll get them!  Well, 

Tom will unless someone 

else starts to help - please! 

http://www.habitatav.org/
http://www.habitatav.org/
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New this year!  Childrenõs  

activities every weekend!!! 

New this year thanks 

to Mark Flowers - 

this incredible     

DONATED ticket 

sales booth! 

 

 

Page 3 H a b i t a t  B l u e p r i n t  

 

9-6-0 7 

 I  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  l o o k -
i n g  a t  t h e  a r t i c l e  t h e  V a l -
l e y  N e w s  D i s p a t c h  d i d  
a b o u t  t h e  N a t r o n a  H o u s e  -  
f r o n t  p a g e  a n d  t i t l e d  
ñHand in Handò. (thank you 
f o r  s u c h  g r e a t  c o v e r a g e  o f  
t h i s  e v e n t ! ) 

 

 T h a t  g o t  m e  t h i n k i n g  
a b o u t  h o w  o f t e n  w e  a r e  
ñhand in handò with a lot 
o f  p e o p l e . 

 

 T h e r e  a r e  t h e  v o l u n -
t e e r s ,  o f  c o u r s e .   W o r k i n g  
ñhand in handò with all our 
v o l u n t e e r s  w e  m a n a g e  t o  
g e t  h o u s e s  b u i l t !   W e  
c o u l d  n o t  d o  i t  w i t h o u t  
t h e m ,  t h o s e  t h a t  c o m e  
e v e r y  w e e k  a n d  t h o s e  t h a t  
c o m e  w h e n  t h e y  c a n  a s  t h e  
c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  
t r a v e l  f r o m  P i t t ,  C M U ,  e t c .  
d o  d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  
a n d  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  g r o u p s  
t h a t  c o m e  r e g u l a r l y  d u r i n g  
t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  t o  h e l p  o r  
w o r k  w i t h  Y o u t h  U n i t e d  -  
óhand in handô! 

 

 O u r  a f f i l i a t e  w o r k s  
ñhand in handò as a group 
o f  b o a r d  m e m b e r s,  c o m -
m i t t e e  p e o p l e  -  { A m y  
T r u l i k  o f  C e n t u r y  2 1  R e -
a l t y  c o m e s  t o  m i n d  h e r e ,  
f o r m e r  b o a r d  m e m b e r  w h o  
w o r k s  o n  t h e  S i t e s  C o m -
m i t t e e  a n d  r e c e n t l y  h e l p e d  
u s  w i t h  t h e  s a l e  o f  a  b u i l d -
i n g  ( a t  n o  p r o f i t  o n  h e r  
p a r t )  -  i n c r e d i b l e  v o l u n -
t e e r , } ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
a n d  C o n s t r u c t i o n  M a n -
a g e r.  If we didnôt cooper-
a t e  w e  w o u l d  g e t  n o t h i n g  
d o n e  -  óhand in handô. 

 

 O u r  h o m e o w n e r  f a m i -
l i e s  n e e d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  u s  

w h i l e  b u i l d i n g  t h e i r  
o w n  h o m e  b u t  a f t e r  
t h e y  b u y  t h e i r  h o m e ,  
t h e y  n e e d  t o  h e l p  u s  
w i t h  o t h e r  h o u s e s  
a n d  e v e n t s .   T h e y  
a l s o  n e e d  t o  b e  s u r e  
t o  m a k e  t h o s e  m o r t -
g a g e  p a y m e n t s  s o  

t h e r e  i s  m o n e y  t o  b u i l d  
m o r e  h o u s e s  -  óhand in 
handô. 

 

 O u r  p a r t n e r s  t h r o u g h  
d o n a t i o n s  o f  m o n e y  a n d  i n
-k i n d  g i f t s  -g o o d  u s e d  f u r -
n i t u r e ,  w i n d o w s ,  d o o r s ,  
e t c .   A l l  o f  t h a t  d o n a t e d  t o  
h e l p  u s  s p e n d  l e s s  o n  
h o u s i n g  o r  t o  h e l p  b u i l d  
h o u s e s  f o r  t h o s e  i n  n e e d  -  
óhand in handô.  

 

 O u r  p a r t n e r s  t h r o u g h  
s p o n s o r s h i p  -  T h r i v e n t  
B u i l d s  w i t h  H a b i t a t  f o r  
H u m a n i t y  c o m e s  t o  m i n d  
q u i c k l y  a s  w e  h a v e  t w o  
h o m e s  i n  v a r y i n g  s t a g e s  o f  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  s p o n s o r e d  b y  
t h e m .  A n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  
t h i s  s p o n s o r s h i p  i s  o u r  
W a l k / R u n / R i d e  s p o n s o r  
C a r o l  H a r r i s w h o  i s  a  
T h r i v e n t  L u t h e r a n  m e m b e r  
a n d  a  b i g  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p a r t -
n e r s h i p .   I t  i s  s o  v e r y  h a r d  
t o  r a i s e  t h e  m o n e y  n e e d e d  
f o r  h o u s i n g  f a m i l i e s  a n d  
s o  w o n d e r f u l  t h a t  w e  h a v e  
t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p-  óhand in 
handô. 

 

 O t h e r  s p o n s o r s h i p s  
o f  o u r  f u n d  r a i s i n g  e v e n t s  
-  s o  m a n y ,  y o u  a l l  s e e  
t h e i r  n a m e s  f r e q u e n t l y  b u t  
c a n  s e e  t h e m  a n y t i m e  a t  
w w w . h a b i t a t a v . o r g  u n d e r   
p a r t n e r s  -  s p o n s o r i n g  e i -
t h e r  o u r  W a l k / R u n / R i d e  
f o r  H a b i t a t o r  o u r  V i l l a g e  
o f  H o p e o r  o u r  A r t  A u c -
t i o n  -  óhand in handô. 

 

 A n d  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
v o l u n t e e r s ,  s o m e  w h o  a r e  
a c t u a l l y  p a i d  b y  o u r  a f f i l i -
a t e  b u t  g o  t h a t  e x t r a  m i l e  
a n d  d o n a t e  t i m e  t o  h e l p  a t  
o t h e r  t i m e s  -  R u s t y i s  o u r  
p l u m b e r  b u t  h i s  k i d s  a r e  
a l w a y s  r e a d y  t o  h e l p  u s  

w h e n  t h e y  a r e  h e l p i n g  D a d  
-  A l l e n i s  o u r  h e a t i n g  g u y  
b u t  h e  h a s  s p e n t  m a n y  
h o u r s  h e l p i n g  u s  m o v e  
s u p p l i e s  o r  w h a t e v e r  
n e e d s  d o n e  t h a t  n e e d s  e x -
t r a  h a n d s ,  P a u l i s  o u r  e x -
c a v a t o r  b u t ,  o n c e  a g a i n  
h e l p s  u s  b y  d o i n g  e x t r a  
t h i n g s  w e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  
p a y  a  l o t  m o r e  t o  g e t  d o n e  
a n d  G u s f r o m  S u p e r i o r  
W a l l s  w h o  m a k e s  s u r e  w e  
g e t  t h e  b e s t  p r i c e  o n  o u r  
f o u n d a t i o n s  a n d  g e t  i t  
d o n e  i n  t i m e l y  f a s h i o n  -  
D a v e  P a k u l s k i  w h o  f r a m e s  
o u r  h o u s e s  f o r  u s  b u t  v o l -
u n t e e r s  r e g u l a r l y  a t  o u r  
s i t e s  w h e n  h e  c a n ,  d o i n g  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  h e  a l -
r e a d y  d o e s   f i v e  d a y s  a  
w e e k  -  J o e  Z s o l c s a k  w h o  
w a s  f o r m e r l y  a  b o a r d  m e m -
b e r  w h o  d o e s  o u r  b o o k s  
o n l i n e  f o r  u s ,  s o m e t h i n g  
h e  d o e s  f o r  a  l i v i n g  -  a n d  
o u r  C o n s t r u c t i o n  M a n -
a g e r  R i c h   w h o  s p e n d s  
m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  t h r e e  
d a y s  h e  i s  c o n t r a c t e d  t o  
s p e n d  f o r  u s  m a k i n g  s u r e  
w e  g e t  a l l  t h e s e  h o u s e s  
d o n e  -  ôhand in handô.  

 

 I  c o u l d  g o  o n  a n d  o n  
and on about the ñUnsungò 
h e r o e s  o f  H a b i t a t .   S o  
m a n y  c o m e  t o  m i n d  a n d  
t h i s  s p a c e  i s  f i l l i n g  u p  
f a s t !   Y o u  s e e  t h e i r  n a m e s  
r e g u l a r l y ,  T o m ,  M a r t i n ,  
G l e n n ,  B o b ,  B i l l ,  H e n r y ,  
Hermané... 

 

 T h a n k s  t o  a l l  o f  y o u  
who work with us ñHand in 
Handò to accomplish our 
m i s s i o n  t o  h e l p  t h o s e  i n  
n e e d  o f  s i m p l e ,  d e c e n t ,  
a f f o r d a b l e  h o m e s  i n  t h e  
A l l e g h e n y  V a l l e y !   I  h a v e  
s a i d  i t  m a n y  t i m e s  -  b u t  I  
w i l l  s a y  i t  a g a i n  -  w e  h a v e  
t h e  m o s t  i n c r e d i b l e  p e o p l e  
i n  t h i s  a r e a  -  a n d  I  t h a n k  
G o d  e v e r y  d a y  f o r  t h a t!  

 

As always, I wish Godõs 
B l e s s i n g s  f o r  y o u  a l l ! 
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     Habitat Heroesé  (Dianeõs opinions) 

     So, you might say, why is that picture of Jayôs business card 
in the newsletter? 

     Those of you who know me well know that I never forget 
anythingéééOkay, stop laughing, óforgetô is my middle name, 
I know that. 
     But, I also think you know that when I do forget I feel really 
badly about it as I do now.  Forgetting to make sure someone knows how much 

they are appreciated is dreadful.  Jay is one of our many Habitat heroes for sure!  When you need a tool or any of the 
products listed on Jayõs card sharpened, give Jay a call!!! 
 

Another Habitat hero is our former board member Amy Trulik, a realtor for Century 21 
American Heritage  Realty.  (She kindly sends out these wonderful Steeler schedule cards 
each year!)  Amy works with us through the year as our Sites Chairperson.  Since we have 
been looking for a building for a Restore, she has sent me numerous places and most re-
cently was instrumental in the sale of a donated building which will help us fund the opening of that 
Restore (once we find a building)!  If you need a realtor, I think Amy would be a great choice! 
 

Did you happen to see the article below in the Valley News Dispatch? 

 

 

 
Patty Libengood and I worked together many times with 
the Greenwald PTA in the New Kensington Arnold School 
District - years ago (we arenôt saying how many) - and 

when she opened this business she mentioned Habitat to Tracy Groncki, one of her agents.  He 
then mentioned a lot in Arnold and the rest is history - we now own this lot and hope to build 
there next year thanks in part to Patty and her Habitat heart.  If you need a realtor and donõt 
want to use Amy, I think APRO with Patty would also be a good choice! 
 

Then we have Glenn and Lynne Gross, owners of Greentree Printing - in 
Greentree, of course! (They actually do a lot of work in our area for many organiza-
tions (and they deliver) - bet you didnôt know that!!) 

Glenn and Lynne have been involved with our affiliate since 2004 when they brought a group of young men 
to clear a lot when we built house five in Lower Burrell.  Since then they became board members, Lynne 
was asked to be our Director of Development and both became involved with the ñVillage of Hopeò - our 
childrenôs playhouse fund raising event at the Galleria at Pittsburgh Mills during Christmas last year and 
November 17-December 29th this year!  This is an incredible effort and many incredible volunteer hours spent!  We have 
many board members doing extraordinary things for our affiliate but here I want to applaud one of my Habitat Heroes - the 
Grossôs  If you need printing done, I think Greentree Printing would be a great choice! 

 

Our Board Treasurer, George Williams helps me run our affiliate as a volunteer with his time.  He not only handles the 
books (along with Joe Zsolcsak, Asst. Treas.) but any transfers or closing of properties,  almost anything that involves legal 
documents, licenses, etc.  He also is available always for advice and help when needed and is actively involved with our 
Family Selection Committee.  This is just an example of the Board of Directors Heroes we have that donôt pound nails but 
are just as important to us and to me in running our affiliate on a daily basis.  George is  retired so I canõt send you to his 
business office, but he is certainly one of my Habitat Heroes! 

 

And, last but not last are the people who donate regularly to our affiliate and keep us building day to day!  So many 
Habitat Heroes!!  Thank You Everyone! 

 

 

 

Natrona Comes Together 
and Habitat 
 

 Good old Valley News        
Dispatch, they always come through 
for us!!  It is not often that something 
good makes the front page, but it did 
this time!  We cannot thank the Editors 
- and wonderful photographer, Eric 
Felack - for this great front page arti-
cle. 
  

 Christy and Sudhana Neal are 
residents of Natrona and very happy 
with the location.  This young couple 
just recently qualified for this house in 
Natrona and couldnôt be more excited.  
This lot wasnôt actually chosen by 
Habitat but was donated by Mr. 
Valasek to use for housing and we are 
grateful that we can build here. 
 

 Christy is an active member of 
Natrona Comes Together and she 

says in this article that she is ecstatic!  
You just wait until we really get going 
helping revitalize this area - look out, 
everyone will want to live here!  I hear 
stories from the residents about how 
beautiful this area was - and it still is!  
Very historic with beautiful old build-
ings and many homes that people 
take great pride in owning.  Habitat is 
about pride in home ownership as well 
and we always hope our homeowners 
will take great care of their homes and 
be a good neighbor!   
 

 There is an old church across 
the street from this house on Pond St. 
and Bill Godfrey tells me there are 
Tiffany windows in the church!   
 

 You all heard we were going to 
do this in the last newsletter but isnôt it 
wonderful that it is finally happen-
ing???  We couldnôt be more excited 
for this great enthusiastic young cou-
ple. 
 

 And, we couldnôt be more 
thrilled to be helping this great grass 
roots organization, Natrona Comes 
Together.  They are about creating 
community and that is certainly what 
Habitat is about.  Not just building 
houses but building community in 
every area where we build. 
 

 Come join us in helping revital-
ize this great community, with your 
help both organizations can do it.  
Please consider a donation to either 
group as both struggle to raise needed 
funding!   
 

 Natrona Comes Together 
needs money to raze houses and im-
prove all areas of the town.  Habitat 
needs funding for housing and in par-
ticular this first home which is not 
funded by any outside group. 
 

Call or write for more info: 
 

Bill Godfrey @ 724-226-9353 and visit 
www.natronacomestogether.org  
E-mail:  
info@natronacomestogether.org  
 
Diane Belitskus @ 412-889-5033 
www.habitatav.org 
E-mail: 
dbelits@salsgiver.com  
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